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CONTACT INFORMATION

Mr. Guysky

E-mail Address:   

guyskyd@masonk12.net 

Phone:       517-676-9055   ext. 212
Website: http://guyskymhs.weebly.com
Available many days before, after school

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this class, you will be studying the history of the United States, from the beginning of the Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviet Union in 1945 through the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and America’s responses to those attacks. The units of study for U.S. History B are:

Postwar America and the Cold War 

   


1945-1960


--Life in the 1950’s



--The Korean War


--The Red Scare and McCarthyism

Civil Rights in the Post-World War II Era    



1954-1980

--The Civil Rights Movement
--The Feminist Movement

 Vietnam to Watergate



     



1954-1980

--The Vietnam War





--Counterculture and the Anti-war Movement


--The New Frontier and the Great Society


--The Nixon Administration and Watergate



--Ford and Carter

Globalization and America’s Role in the World   

 
1980-2005

--The Resurgence of Conservatism

--America as Super-power in the Post Cold-War Era


--9/11 and Responses to Terrorism 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this class is to help students:

1. Gain a broad understanding of U.S. History from 1945 to 2005.

2. Improve students’  ability to think with a “history” habit of mind:

a. Analyze data about historical events

b. Evaluate and debate crucial decisions in American history

c. Compare and contrast events and eras in American history

d. Identify and analyze historical patterns and themes

3. Improve students’ ability to think with a “geography” habit of mind:

a. Understand the physical and human characteristics of important places in America’s history

b. Identify absolute and relative locations of important places in America’s history

c. Identify and evaluate geographical movement (eg. – people, ideas, goods and services) 

REQUIRED WORK AND WEIGHTING
The following are the types of work which will be required of students throughout this course:

Tests/Quizzes – 50%

· At least one quiz per unit (there are four units in this trimester)
· A test at the end of each unit
Homework/Projects – 50%
· Projects
· Study questions (kept in a three-ring binder – periodically checked)
· Essays based on document-based questions (DBQ’s)
· Notes and journal entries (kept in a three-ring binder – periodically checked)
COURSE MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 

· Text:  United States History and Geography – Modern Times
--All students will have access to the online program, and students can check out a textbook from the Library Media Center.
· Other than the textbook, students should bring these materials to class every day:
--A writing utensil
--A 3-ring binder


(If a student can’t afford any of these materials, please talk to me – I have 


extra binders, for example, that students may be able to make use of)
CLASS LOGISTICS (DETAILS . . .)
· All students receive this syllabus with listed expectations, and expectations and consequences are discussed and clarified in class.

· Bags/purses – must be stored under the desk seat.    This is a small classroom, so keeping your backpacks out of the aisles will really help everyone out!
· Fire/tornado drills – We will go through emergency evacuation procedures today.   They are posted in a diagram at the front of the room.   It is the student’s responsibility to go to the correct location during these procedures and respond to an attendance check.
· Please refer to the Student Handbook for other all-school rules.   Please pay particular attention to tardy, attendance, cell phone, and IPOD rules and policies!   All school rules will be enforced at the classroom level.
CLASS CITIZENSHIP 
In order to have a productive learning environment, there are certain policies and procedures all students must follow.  The ‘In-class Work/Activities/Class Participation’ grade will reflect a student’s willingness and ability to follow these policies and procedures.  It will also be a reflection of the student’s ‘soft skills’ that are necessary to succeed in the work world, like work ethic, cooperative attitude, readiness for class, and responsibility.  Excessive absences will results in a Work Habits grade reduction.
The policies and procedures that students must follow fall into one of three categories:
	Category
	Expectation

	READY
	· Students must bring required materials to class every day, this includes:

1. Textbook (available in class online with a Chromebook)
2. Pencil or pen

3. 3 ring binder 

Students must be prepared and on time.  This means being in the room when the bell rings, with all the materials listed above, and taking your seat when I ask you to.

	RESPECTFUL
	· Students should treat peers and teachers with the respect and courtesy that you would expect in return. Respect students’ right to learn and the teachers’ right to teach.

· Students should not distract from or interrupt instruction or the learning environment (talking, blurting, other disruptions, etc.)

· Food and drinks are not allowed in class except on days that CBI sells them in the morning.  Water is acceptable.

	RESPONSIBLE
	· Students are expected to participate actively in all class activities (not acceptable to be sleeping during a video, refusing to do in-class activity, etc.).
· Students must take care of personal needs before or after class.  If you abuse the pass privilege, you will be put on the ‘three pass’ plan!
· Students must turn in homework and other assignments on time.


· Discipline Plan

When a student is not following classroom policies and procedures, this discipline plan will be followed:

1st  -- Verbal warning


2nd -- Student will stay after class to conference with teacher, and parent/guardian 

   notified.  A parent/student/teacher meeting may be scheduled at that 


   time.


3rd or more -- Detention and/or office referral.

Also included in class citizenship is:
· Tissue Tax

Part of helping out your community will be . . . paying taxes! In each trimester community members (that’s you and me) will pay a 25 cent ‘tissue tax’.  This contribution will supply the class with Kleenex for everyone, will mean that students won’t have to bring in any Kleenexes from home, and will mean that students won’t have to run to the bathroom every time they need to blow their nose!
MAKE-UP WORK/ LATE WORK
· Students should check with me if they miss a day or more of class, and I will get any missing work for the student and explain what they missed.
· The handbook lays out the school make-up work policy. The number of days missed will be the number of days a student has to make up the work. For quizzes or tests, students have five days to make it up before or after school, or during TIES. Work missed during an unexcused absence cannot be made up!

· The Late Work Policy is as follows:
Homework

     -- 50% off on all late work

     -- Late work will be accepted up until the assignment has been graded and given back 
to the class, or the end of that unit of study, whichever comes first.

Projects and Papers

     -- 10% off if one day late

     -- 20% off if two days late

     -- 50% off if more than two days late


· When turning in late work, please write the date you are turning it in at the top of the assignment.


“GET IT DONE!”
If a student is missing any work (assignments, tests, quizzes, etc.) for the dates listed in the left column below, he/she will be assigned a “Get It Done!” detention with Mr. Guysky on the date listed in the right column below.   Missing assignments include assignments missing from absences.   The student must attend the detention if all work is not completed and turned in prior to the detention.  If the student does not attend a “Get It Done!” detention to complete missing assignments, etc., a school discipline referral detention will be submitted to the office.   The time for the detention is from 2:50 until the work is completed, or 3:40, whichever comes first.    Please note that students cannot bring friends to this detention with you.

“Get It Done!” Detention Schedule:     

	Assigned Dates of Homework, Notebook, Tests, Quizzes, etc.
	If you are missing any work, you will stay for a “Get It Done!” Detention with Mr. Guysky on the following dates:


	November 18 – December 16
	DETENTION:   Thursday, December 19

	January 6 – February 3
	DETENTION:   Thursday, February 6

	The last day late and absent work, including make-up tests and quizzes, will be accepted for the Trimester is Friday, February 28.  Work assigned or due after February 28 will not be accepted late.




Note: Once a student is assigned a “Get It Done” detention, he/she can avoid having to attend the detention by completing the work at home and turning it in before the detention date. This option may come in handy for student-athletes who don’t want to miss a practice or game! 
GRADE SCALE

· The following grading scale is standard in all classes at Mason High School:

· A
=
93-100%

· A-
=
90-92%

· B+
=
87-89%

· B
=
83-86%

· B-
=
80-82%

· C+
=
77-79%

· C
=
73-76%

· C-
=
70-72%

· D+
=
67-69%

· D
=
63-66%

· D-
=
60-62%

Grades are regularly posted on Skyward and can be accessed by parents and students via Family Access on the Mason website.    Please check grade progress regularly (Monday or Tuesday each week is suggested). 

QUIZZES AND TESTS – GRADE RECOVERY
· High school freshmen may find that quizzes and tests at the high school level are significantly more challenging than at the middle school level. The best strategy for success on quizzes and tests is to . . . study! Start early and study frequently for upcoming tests. Most teachers give out review sheets for major tests – in this class, the test review sheets will be given out a week before the test.
· There will be one quiz in the middle of each unit (4 in all).  These are short quizzes that are meant to be a gage of how well students are mastering the concepts in the unit so far.  There is no re-take for the quizzes, but students can come in and study the concepts they have not yet mastered, so that they are ready for the unit test.  

· Students who score poorly on the unit tests will be able to recover some of the credit they missed by completing a LearnSmart study unit. 
TEACHER
Mr. (Dan) Guysky graduated from Owosso High School in 1980.  He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Studies and English and a Master’s Degree in English Education from Michigan State University.  He has been teaching at Mason High School since 1990, and he lives on the north side of Lansing.  He has taught U.S. History, AP U.S. History, U.S. Civics, and English for many years.  His wife Amy is a registered nurse at Ingham Regional Medical Center, and they have four children: a daughter who is an elementary school teacher, a son who is an accountant, a son who works at Jackson National Life, and a son who attends Michigan State University.
YOUR FIRST QUIZ!

Here are a few questions about some of my basic expectations for you as we begin this trimester:

· Be on time. Be in the room______________________, and take your seat when I ask you to.

· Pay attention! Ask questions, and be ready to _________________ them (there will be a class participation component to your grade).

· Finish your __________________________ first; if you have extra time and you want to work on something else, that would be great!

· Share your ________________ and ____________________________.

· Don’t __________ when others are addressing the classroom. This includes teachers AND students.

· Don’t bring ____________ or _______________ into the classroom. Water is fine.

· Don’t line up _____________________________ near the end of class; you may move to other parts of the room to talk to friends, etc.

· If you disagree about a ______________ or ______________ you have earned, discuss it with me; come in before or after school if necessary.

· Check your ______________ at least once a week. You have online access to it 24/7 – take advantage of this access!

· Bring your materials to class. Each day you should have with you these three items:
1. ________________________________ 

2. ________________________________

3. ________________________________

Also, you can expect from me this semester:

· To be fair and give you ______________ and _____________ _________________.

· To be _____________________ and in control of the class every day.

· To be available to ______________ during class and at other times.

· To ________________ you and help you ___________________________ for this class.

Parent Signature Sheet

Please return this page to Mr. Guysky by Friday, November 22, 2019.
   --Parents or students can keep the remainder of this syllabus for reference throughout the 
trimester.

   --This syllabus is also available on my website:



http://guyskymhs.weebly.com
Student Name (Please print clearly, first and last):

_________________________________________________________________

Check-list:

· My student and I have reviewed this syllabus, and I am returning the last page with my signature.
· My student and I have reviewed the student handbook, and my student understands the classroom and school expectations.

· I know that I will receive e-mails from Mr. Guysky if my current e-mail address is on file in the high school office. I know that if I don’t receive an e-mail from Mr. Guysky in the first two weeks of the course, I should update my e-mail information in the high school office. 
Parent signature, indicating you received all the information attached to this page:

_____________________________________________________    Date:  ________________
Thank you!

Your student will earn 3 points by returning this signed sheet by Friday.
