





Name________________________________________ 
AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 9
The Confederation and the Constitution, 1776–1790
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Theme: The American Revolution was not a radical transformation like the French or Russian revolutions, but it did produce political innovations and some social change in the direction of greater equality and democracy.

Theme: Compromise, on a number of important issues, was required in order to create the new federal Constitution. Adopting the new document required great political skill and involved changing the ratification process defined in the Articles of Confederation, writing persuasively in support of the stronger central government, and promising to add amendments to protect individual liberty and states’ rights.
Theme: The federal Constitution represented a moderately conservative reaction against the democratic and decentralizing effects of the Revolution and the Articles of Confederation. In effect, it embedded the revolutionary ideals of liberty and popular government within a strong framework designed to advance national identity and interests against the dangers of fragmentation and disorder.

People, Places, and Terms

1. Society of the Cincinnati
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Daniel Shays
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Patrick Henry and Samuel Adams
 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 7.
Alexander Hamilton
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John Jay
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Emancipation
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The Federalist
Chapter 9 Study Guide

Answer the following questions, and include one additional main idea or question for each section.

The Pursuit of Equality
What social changes resulted from the American Revolution?   

Constitution Making in the States 
What was the importance of the state constitutions? 

Economic Crosscurrents 
What were the positive and negative effects of the war on America?

A Shaky Start toward Union 
Why was the end of the war difficult on the national government?

Creating a Confederation 
 What forces served to unify the separate states during the war? 

The Articles of Confederation: America's First Constitution
What weaknesses plagued the Articles of Confederation? What was good about it?

Landmarks in Land Laws 
Explain the importance of the Land Ordinance of 1785 and the Northwest Ordinance.

The World's Ugly Duckling 
Using examples, explain the title of this section.
The Horrid Specter of Anarchy 
Were the United States of America in danger of falling apart under the Articles of Confederation?  Explain.

A Convention of "Demigods" 
What kind of men gathered in Philadelphia for the "sole and express purpose of revising" the old government? 
Patriots in Philadelphia
How does George Washington's quote, "We have, probably, had too good an opinion of human nature in forming our confederation." help to explain the purposes of our founding fathers.
Hammering out a Bundle of Compromises 
Describe the compromises that were achieved by the delegates to the Constitutional Convention.

Safeguards for Conservatism 
How democratic was the Constitution as originally written? 
The Clash of Federalists and Anti-federalists 
Who were the anti-federalists and why did they oppose the Constitution?

The Great Debate in the States
Did most of the states approve of the Constitution?  Why? 
The Four Laggard States 
Explain some of the opposition to ratification of the Constitution.
A Conservative Triumph  

What does your text mean when it says that the Constitution, "...elevated the ideals of the Revolution even while setting boundaries to them."?

