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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 8
America Secedes from the Empire, 1775–1783
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Theme: When hostilities began in 1775, the colonists were still fighting for their rights as British citizens within the empire, but in 1776, they declared their independence, based on a proclamation of universal, self-evident truths. Inspired by revolutionary idealism, they also fought for an end to monarchy and the establishment of a free republic.

Theme: A combination of Washington’s generalship and British bungling in 1776–1777 prevented a quick British victory and brought French assistance, which enabled the Patriots to achieve victory after several more years of struggle.

Theme: American independence was recognized by the British only after the conflict had broadened to include much of Europe. American diplomats were able to secure generous peace terms because of the international political scene: Britain’s recently reorganized government that favored peace and France’s inability to make good on its promises to Spain.

Vocabulary

1.  Bunker Hill
2.  Benedict Arnold
3.  Richard Henry Lee
4.  Thomas Jefferson
5.  Nathanael Greene
6.  General Burgoyne
7.  General Howe
8.  Benjamin Franklin
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10.  John Paul Jones
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Chapter 8 Study Guide

Congress Drafts George Washington
Why was George Washington chosen as general of the American army?

Bunker Hill and Hessian Hirelings
George III "slammed the door on all hope of reconciliation."  How and why?

The Abortive Conquest of Canada
Did the fighting go well for Americans before July of 1776?  Explain.

Thomas Paine Preaches Common Sense
Why was Common Sense important?


Paine and the Idea of "Republicanism"
Why did Paine want a democratic republic?

Jefferson's "Explanation" of Independence
What does the Declaration of Independence say?

Patriots and Loyalists
What kinds of people were Loyalists?

Makers of America: The Loyalists

What happened to Loyalists after the war?

The Loyalist Exodus
What happened to Loyalists during the war?

General Washington at Bay
What were some of the flaws of General William Howe?  

Burgoyne's Blundering Invasion
Why did the Americans win the battle of Saratoga?  Why was it significant (a turning point)?

Revolution in Diplomacy?
Why did the French help America win independence?


The Colonial War Becomes a Wider War
Why was foreign aid so important to the American cause?

Blow and Counterblow
Would an American Patriot, reading news of the war in 1780, have been happy about the way the war was going?  Explain.

The Land Frontier and the Sea Frontier
Was frontier fighting important in the outcome of the war?

Yorktown and the Final Curtain
If the war did not end at Yorktown, then why was it important?

Peace at Paris
What did America gain and what did it concede in the Treaty of Paris?

A New Nation Legitimized
Did Americans get favorable terms in the Treaty of Paris?  Explain.

