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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 7
The Road to Revolution, 1763–1775
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: Tension between the colonies and Britain centered on the issues of mercantilism and its implementation. The British Empire attempted to more strictly enforce laws aimed at maintaining a system of mercantilism, while colonists objected to this change from the earlier salutary neglect.

Theme: The American Revolution occurred because the American colonists, who had long been developing a strong sense of autonomy and self-government, furiously resisted British attempts to impose tighter imperial controls and higher taxes after the end of the French and Indian War in 1763. The sustained conflict over political authority and taxation, enhanced by American agitators and British bungling, gradually moved Americans from asserting rights within the British Empire to openly warring with the mother country.

Theme: At the outset of the Revolutionary War, Britain appeared to be a mighty empire, but it was weaker than it seemed at first glance. Poor leadership in London, along with second-rate generals in the colonies, reduced the impact of the larger British population and its naval supremacy. Americans, on the other hand, had many advantages such as George Washington’s leadership and fighting a defensive war. However, the colonists also faced disorganization, jealousy, and economic difficulties.
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Chapter 7 Study Guide
Answer the following questions, and include one additional main idea for each section.
The Deep Roots of Revolution
Why does the author say that the American Revolution began when the first settlers stepped ashore?
Mercantilism and Colonial Grievances
Explain the economic theory of mercantilism and the role of colonies.
How did Parliament enact the theory of mercantilism into policy?
The Merits and Menace of Mercantilism
In what ways did the mercantilist theory benefit the colonies?

What economic factors were involved in leading colonists to be displeased with the British government?
The Stamp Tax Uproar
Why were the colonists so upset over relatively mild taxes and policies?
Forced Repeal of the Stamp Act
In what ways did colonists resist the Stamp Act?
The Townshend Tea Tax and the Boston "Massacre"
How did the Townshend Acts lead to more difficulties?
The Seditious Committees of Correspondence
How did Committees of Correspondence work?
Tea Brewing in Boston
What was the cause of the Boston Tea Party, and what was its significance?
Parliament Passes the "Intolerable Acts"
What was so intolerable about the Coercive (Intolerable) Acts?
Bloodshed
What was the goal of the First Continental Congress?
Imperial Strength and Weakness
What were British strengths and weaknesses at the outset of the war?
American Pluses and Minuses 
What were the American strengths and weaknesses at the outset of the war?
A Thin Line of Heroes 
What role was played by African-Americans in the Revolution?
