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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 6
The Duel for North America, 1608–1763
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: As part of their worldwide rivalry, Great Britain and France engaged in a great struggle for colonial control of North America, culminating in the British victory in the Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War) that drove France from the continent. 

Theme: Before the Seven Years’ War, Britain and its American colonies had already been facing some tensions, as can be seen in sporadic British efforts to enforce trade laws and colonial reaction to the peace treaty in 1748. During the Seven Years’ War, the relationship between British military regulars and colonial militias added to the tensions. The French defeat in the Seven Years’ War created conditions for a growing conflict between Britain and its American colonies. The lack of a threatening European colonial power in North America gave the American colonists a sense of independence that clashed with new British imperial demands, such as stationing soldiers in the colonies and the Proclamation of 1763.

Vocabulary/important people
1. Samuel de Champlain
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Robert de la Salle
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autocratic
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Fort Duquesne
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Benjamin Franklin
6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
General Braddock
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William Pitt
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Pontiac
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Proclamation of 1763
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guerilla warfare
Chapter 6 Study Guide
Answer the following questions, and include one additional main idea for each section.

France Finds a Foothold in Canada
How was the colony of New France different from the British North American colonies?

New France Fans Out
What factors led to the French settlement of New France?

The Clash of Empires
Describe the early wars between France and Britain.

George Washington Inaugurates War with France
How did George Washington spark the French and Indian War?

Global War and Colonial Disunity
What was meant by the statement, “America was conquered in Germany?

Braddock's Blundering and Its Aftermath
What setbacks did the British suffer in the early years of the French and Indian War? 

Pitt's Palms of Victory
What was the significance of the British victory in the French and Indian War?

Restless Colonials
How did the French and Indian War affect the relationship between the colonies and with the mother country?

War’s Fateful Aftermath
How did French defeat lead to westward expansion and tension with Native Americans and the British?

