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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 5
Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700–1775
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Theme: Compared with its seventeenth-century counterpart, eighteenth-century colonial society became more complex and hierarchical, more ethnically and religiously diverse, and more economically and politically developed.

Theme: Colonial culture, while still limited, took on distinct American qualities in such areas as evangelical religion, education, press freedom, and self-government.

Theme: England’s Atlantic sea-board colonies, with their population growth and substantial agricultural exports, grew and developed in importance to the English Empire. Thus, the relationship between England and these colonies was shifting economically, politically, and culturally. Colonists sold their agricultural abundance not only to England, but also to France and the West Indies. Royal authority was checked by colonial legislatures that sometimes refused to pay governors’ salaries and the famous Zenger case. Schools and colleges emerged, and the cultural reliance on England began to fade.
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Scots-Irish
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Secular
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Molasses Act
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Anglican Church
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Jonathan Edwards
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George Whitefield
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Phillis Wheatley
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Baptists

Chapter 5 Study Guide

Answer the following questions, and include one additional main idea for each section.

Conquest by the Cradle
What was the significance of the tremendous growth of population in Britain's North American colonies?

A Mingling of Races
What was the significance of large numbers of immigrants from places other than England?

The Structure of Colonial Society

Assess the degree of social mobility in the colonies.

Clerics, Physicians, and Jurists
Why has the relative prestige of the professions changed from colonial times to today?

Workaday America
Describe some of the more important occupations in the colonies.

Horsepower and Sailpower
What was it like to travel in early America?

Dominant Denominations
How did the denominations in America affect relations with Great Britain?

The Great Awakening
How was the religion encompassed in the Great Awakening different from traditional religion?  What was important about the difference?

Schools and Colleges
What kind of education could a young person expect in colonial times?

A Provincial Culture
Did Americans distinguish themselves in the arts during the colonial period?  Explain.

Pioneer Presses
Why was the jury verdict in the Zenger case important?

The Great Game of Politics
How democratic was colonial America?

Colonial Folkways
What were the advantages and disadvantages of living in America during the colonial period?

