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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 39

The Stalemated Seventies, 1968–1980
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Theme: As the war in Vietnam finally came to a disastrous conclusion, the United States struggled to create a more stable international climate. Détente with the two communist powers temporarily reduced Cold War tensions, but trouble in the Middle East threatened America’s energy supplies and economic stability.

Theme: Weakened by political difficulties of their own and others’ making, the administrations of the 1970s had trouble coping with America’s growing economic problems. The public also had trouble facing up to a sharp sense of limits and a general disillusionment with society. With the notable exception of the highly successful feminist movement, the social reform efforts of the 1960s fractured and stalled, as the country settled into a frustrating and politically divisive stalemate.

People, places, and terms
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Rachel Carson
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Daniel Ellsberg
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Henry Kissinger
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Earl Warren
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George McGovern
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Phyllis Schlafly
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John Dean
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Anwar Sadat
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Allen Bakke
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Shah of Iran

Chapter 39 Study Guide

Sources of Stagnation
Describe the economic problems faced by the United States in the 1970s.

Nixon "Vietnamizes" the War
What was President Nixon’s plan for getting the US out of Vietnam?

Cambodianizing the Vietnam War
What developments caused many people to become even more critical of the war in 1970 and 1971? 

Nixon's Detente with Beijing (Peking) and Moscow
What was the “China Card,” and how did Nixon use it?

A New Team on the Supreme Bench
Why was Nixon unhappy with the Supreme Court?

Nixon on the Home Front
How conservative was President Nixon?  Explain.

The Nixon Landslide of 1972
How did the situation in Vietnam help Nixon win a landslide in the 1972 election?

The Secret Bombing of Cambodia and the War Powers Act
What did Cambodia have to do with the War Powers Act?

 The Arab Oil Embargo and the Energy Crisis
Explain the cause and effects of the Arab Oil Embargo.

Watergate and the Unmaking of a President
Of what wrongdoing was the Nixon administration guilty?

The First Unelected President
Did President do the right thing when he pardoned Nixon?  Explain.

Defeat in Vietnam
What was the cost (not in just money) of the Vietnam War?

Feminist Victories and Defeats 

Why did the Equal Rights Amendment fail?

The Seventies in Black and White
Explain the significance of the Bakke case.

The Bicentennial Campaign and the Carter Victory
Why did Jimmy Carter win the presidency in 1976?

Makers of America: The Feminists
Compare and contrast the first and second feminist waves.

Carter's Humanitarian Diplomacy
Describe Carter's foreign policy achievements.

Economic and Energy Woes
How did Carter react to the renewed energy crisis?

Foreign Affairs and the Iranian Imbroglio
What foreign policy problems plagued the second half of Carter's presidency?

