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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 37

The Eisenhower Era, 1952–1960

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The Eisenhower years were characterized by prosperity and moderate conservatism at home and by the tensions of the Cold War abroad. 

Theme: The 1950s witnessed a huge expansion of the middle class and the blossoming of a consumer culture. Crucial to the development of a new lifestyle of leisure and affluence was the rise of the new technology of television.

Theme: While Dwight Eisenhower and the majority of Americans held to a cautious, family-oriented perspective on domestic social questions, an emerging civil rights movement and the influence of television and popular music presented challenges to the spirit of national consensus.

People, Places, and Terms

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Earl Warren

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Martin Luther King, Jr.

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Ho Chi Minh

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Ngo Dinh Diem

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Betty Friedan

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Adlai E. Stevenson

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
James R. Hoffa
8 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
John Foster Dulles

9 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Nikita Khrushchev

10 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Fidel Castro

Chapter 37 Study Guide

Affluence and Its Anxieties
What was life like for women in the 1950's?

Consumer Culture in the Fifties
How was popular culture changing and reflecting America?

The Advent of Eisenhower
Describe the 1952 presidential election.

The Rise and Fall of Joseph McCarthy
Joseph McCarthy may have been more dangerous to our form of government than any communists who might have been in the country.  Explain.

Desegregating American Society
What conditions in the South brought about the beginnings of the Civil Rights movement?

Seeds of the Civil Rights Revolution
Why was Brown v. Board of Education a landmark case?

Makers of America:  The Great African-American Migration

Why did African Americans move north and west in the 1930's and 40's?

Eisenhower Republicanism at Home
Did Eisenhower live up to his philosophy of dynamic conservatism?

A “New Look” in Foreign Policy
Was Eisenhower's policy of massive retaliation effective?  Explain.

The Vietnam Nightmare
How did the United States get involved in Vietnam?

Cold War Crises in Europe and the Middle East
Why was the U.S. concerned about problems in the Middle East?

Round Two for "Ike"
What labor problems became evident during Eisenhower's second term? 

The Continuing Cold War
Describe efforts at disarmament during the Eisenhower administration.

Cuba's Castroism Spells Communism
Why was revolution in Cuba such a concern to America?

Kennedy Challenges Nixon for the Presidency
Was Nixon a good presidential candidate in 1960?

An Old General Fades Away
Evaluate Eisenhower's presidency.

The Life of the Mind in Postwar America
What do the books and plays of the post-war period say about the times in which they were produced?

