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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 36

The Cold War Begins, 1945–1952
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Theme: America emerged from World War II as the world’s strongest economic power and commenced a postwar economic boom that lasted for two decades. A bulging population migrated to the suburbs and Sunbelt, leaving the cities increasingly to minorities and the poor.

Theme: The end of World War II left the United States and the Soviet Union as the two dominant world powers, and they soon became locked in a Cold War confrontation. The Cold War spread from Europe to become a global ideological conflict between democracy and communism. Among its effects were a nasty hot war in Korea and a domestic crusade against disloyalty.
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Benjamin Spock
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Hermann Goering
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Joseph Stalin
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Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
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Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)
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George F. Kennan
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Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung)
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George C. Marshall
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J. Robert Oppenheimer
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Reinhold Niebuhr
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Richard Nixon
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Joseph McCarthy
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Henry A. Wallace
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Strom Thurmond
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Chapter 36 Study Guide

Postwar Economic Anxieties
Describe the downs and ups of the economy in the years following WWII.

The Long Economic Boom, 1950-1970
How did women benefit from the economic boom?

The Roots of Postwar Prosperity
What evidence can you cite that shows the years 1950-1970 were good years economically?

The Smiling Sunbelt
How did the population shift in the years after the war?

The Rush to the Suburbs
Was the shift to the suburbs good for America?  Explain.

The Postwar Baby Boom
How did the bulge in population caused by the Baby Boom change American life over the decades?

Makers of America:  The Suburbanites
How did suburbs revolutionize life in America?

Truman: the "Gutty" Man from Missouri
What kind of a man was Harry S Truman?

Yalta: Bargain or Betrayal?
Why was the Yalta conference controversial in the decade following it?

The United States and the Soviet Union
How did similarities and differences both cause the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. to have difficulties dealing with each other?

Shaping the Postwar World
For what problems were international organizations established after WWII?

The Problem of Germany
What problems did Germany cause between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.?

A Cold War Congeals
Describe the policies followed by Truman in relation to the Soviets.

America Begins to Rearm
List and define the organizations set up to deal with the Soviet Union.

Reconstruction and Revolution in Asia
Our WWII ally China gave us more trouble in the post war years than our enemy Japan.  Explain.

Ferreting Out Alleged Communists
Did the U.S. government go too far trying to prevent communist infiltration?

Democratic Divisions in 1948
How successful was Truman in passing his domestic program?

The Korean Volcano Erupts (1950)
What was the impact of the Korean War on the Cold War?

The Military Seesaw in Korea
Why did Truman fire MacArthur?

Varying Viewpoints:  Who Was to Blame for the Cold War?

What is the current opinion of most historians on the above question?

