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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 30

The War to End War, 1917–1918
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Theme: Entering World War I in response to Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare, Wilson turned America’s participation into a fervent ideological crusade for democracy that successfully stirred the public to a great voluntary war effort, but at some cost to traditional civil liberties.

Theme: After America’s limited but important contribution to the Allied victory, a triumphant Wilson attempted to construct a peace based on his idealistic Fourteen Points. But European and senatorial opposition, and especially his own political errors, doomed American ratification of the Versailles Treaty and participation in the League of Nations.
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War by Act of Germany

Wilsonian Idealism Enthroned

Wilson’s Fourteen Potent Points

Creel Manipulates Minds

Enforcing Loyalty and Stifling Dissent

The Nation’s Factories Go to War

Workers in Wartime

Suffering Until Suffrage

Forging a War Economy
Making Plowboys into Doughboys

Fighting in France – Belatedly

America Helps Hammer the “Hun”

The Fourteen Points Disarm Germany

Wilson Steps Down from Olympus

An Idealist Amid the Imperialists

Hammering Out the Treaty

The Peace Treaty That Bred a NewWar

The Domestic Parade of Prejudice

Wilson’s Tour and Collapse (1919)

Defeat Through Deadlock

The “Solemn Referendum” of 1920

The Betrayal of Great Expectations

