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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 25
America Moves to the City, 1865–1900
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Theme: In the late nineteenth century, American society was increasingly dominated by large urban centers. Explosive urban growth was accompanied by often disturbing changes, including the New Immigration, crowded slums, new religious outlooks, and conflicts over culture and values. While many Americans were disturbed by the new urban problems, cities also offered opportunities to women and expanded cultural horizons.

Theme: African Americans suffered the most as the south lagged behind other regions of the country with regard to educational improvements and opportunities. Two schools of thought emerged as to the best way to handle this problem. Booker T. Washington advocated that blacks should gain knowledge of useful trades. With this would come self-respect and economic security—Washington avoided the issue of social equality. W.E.B. Du Bois demanded complete equality for blacks, both social as well as economic.
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Horatio Alger

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
William James

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Henry George
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Emily Dickinson
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Chapter 25 Study Guide

The Urban Frontier
What factors led to the growth of cities in the second half of the 1800's?

The New Immigration
How were the new immigrants different from the old immigrants?

Southern Europe Uprooted
Why did the new immigrants come to America in such large numbers?

Reactions to the New Immigration
How did political bosses help immigrants?

Narrowing the Welcome Mat
In 1886, what was ironic about the words inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty?

Churches Confront the Urban Challenge
What role did religion play in helping the urban poor?

Darwin Disrupts the Churches
What effect did the theory of evolution have on Christian churches?

The Lust for Learning
What advances took place in education in the years following the Civil War?

Booker T. Washington and Education for Black People
Explain the differences in belief between Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois.

The Hallowed Halls of Ivy
What factors allowed the number of college students to dramatically increase?

The March of the Mind
Describe some of the intellectual achievements of the late 1800’s.

The Appeal of the Press
How did the ability to produce newspapers inexpensively change their content?

Apostles of Reform
How did writers in the 1870's and 1880's try to address the problems of their time?

Postwar Writing
Did the trends in writing after the Civil War make it a good period for literature? Explain.

Literary Landmarks
What did many writers in the late 1800's have in common?

The New Morality
What evidence demonstrated a battle raging over sexual morality?

Families and Women in the City
What changes were occurring in the women's rights movement?

Prohibition of Alcohol and Social Progress
What social causes were women (and many men) involved in the late 1800's?

Artistic Triumphs
Why is this section titled "artistic triumphs?"

The Business of Amusement
What forms of recreation became popular from 1870 to 1900?

