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AP U.S. History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 16
The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793–1860
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Theme: The explosion of cotton production fastened the slave system deeply upon the South, creating a complex, hierarchical racial and social order that deeply affected whites as well as blacks.

Theme: The economic benefits of an increasing production of cotton due to the cotton gin and slavery were shared between the South, the North, and Britain. The economics of cotton and slavery also led to bigger and bigger plantations, since they could afford the heavy investment of human capital.

Theme: The emergence of a small but energetic radical abolitionist movement caused a fierce proslavery backlash in the South and a slow but steady growth of moderate antislavery sentiment in the North.
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Chapter 16 Study Guide

"Cotton is King!" 
What is meant by "Cotton is King?"  How did its sovereignty extend beyond the South?  What implications did its rule have?

The Planter "Aristocracy"
In what ways was the south "basically undemocratic?"

Slaves and the Slave System
What were the weaknesses of the South's dependence on cotton?

The White Majority
Why did many whites who did not own slaves support slavery?

Free Blacks:  Slaves Without Masters
Would it have been better to be a free Black in the North or in the South?  Explain.

Plantation Slavery
"...planters regarded slaves as investments [like a mule]...." Explain what was positive and what was negative about this situation for slaves.


Life Under the Lash
Give evidence to show that slaves developed a separate, unique culture.  What circumstances made this possible?

The Burdens of Bondage
Thomas Jefferson once said that having slaves was like holding a wolf by the ears, you didn't like it but you couldn't let go.  How does this section help to explain this statement?

Early Abolitionism
Describe some of the early abolitionists.

Radical Abolitionism
How were the attitudes of William Lloyd Garrison and Frederick Douglass different?  When dealing with an issue that is moral and political, how rigid should a person be?

The South Lashes Back
How did the South defend itself against the attacks of abolitionists?

The Abolitionist Impact in the North
How did Northerners view abolitionists?  Did they have any success?

Varying Viewpoints:  What Was the True Nature of Slavery? 
What do historians agree on about slavery?  Disagree about?

