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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 13
The Rise of a Mass Democracy, 1824–1840
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Theme: The election to the presidency of the frontier aristocrat and common person’s hero, Andrew Jackson, signaled the end of the older elitist political leadership represented by John Quincy Adams. A new spirit of mass democracy and popular involvement swept through American society, bringing new energy, as well as conflict and corruption to public life.

Theme: Jackson successfully mobilized the techniques of the New Democracy and presidential power to win a series of dramatic political battles against his enemies. But by the late 1830s, his Whig opponents had learned to use the same popular political weapons against the Democrats, signaling the emergence of the second American party system.

Theme: Amidst the whirl of democratic politics, issues of tariffs, financial instability, Indian policy, and possible expansion in Texas indicated that difficult sectional and economic problems were festering beneath the surface and not being very successfully addressed.
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Chapter 13 Study Guide

The "Corrupt Bargain” or 1824
What was unusual about John Quincy Adams's victory in the presidential election of 1824?

A Yankee Misfit in the White House
Was John Quincy Adams well suited to be president?  Explain.

Going "Whole Hog" for Jackson in 1828
Describe the tone and tactics used in the 1828 election.

“Old Hickory” as President
What was there about Andrew Jackson which made him a man of the people?

The Spoils System
Defend Andrew Jackson's use of the Spoils System.

The Tricky “Tariff of Abominations”
What circumstances led to the passage of the Tariff of Abominations?

"Nullies" in South Carolina
Describe the nullification crisis.

The Trail of Tears
What was particularly unfair about the treatment of the Cherokee Tribe?

The Bank War

Do you agree or disagree with Nicholas Biddle’s nickname, “Czar Nicholas I?”  Explain.

"Old Hickory" Wallops Clay in 1832
What two things were unique about the election of 1832?

Burying Biddle’s Bank
"Andrew Jackson's killing of the BUS forced him to issue the Specie Circular."  Assess.

The Birth of the Whigs
What is so alluring about being associated with “the common man?”

The Election of 1836
Describe the development of the second party system from 1828-1836.

Big Woes for the "Little Magician"
Why was Martin Van Buren unpopular?

Depression Doldrums and the Independent Treasury
What caused the Panic of 1837, and what was done by the president to try and end it?

Gone to Texas 
What made Texas so appealing to Americans?

The Lone Star Rebellion
How did Texas, a part of Mexico settled by Americans, become independent of both?

The Log Cabins and Hard Cider of 1840
What does the election of 1840 tell you about politics and voters in America at that time?

Politics for the People
Is the federal government today more concerned with the “common man” or “aristocracy?”  Explain.

The Two-Party System

Who were the Democrats and what did they believe?  
The Whigs? 

