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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 10

Launching the New Ship of State, 1789–1800
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Theme: Led by Washington and Hamilton, the first administration under the Constitution overcame various difficulties and firmly established the political and economic foundations of the new federal government. The first Congress under the Constitution, led by James Madison, also contributed to the new republic by adding the Bill of Rights.

Theme: The cabinet debate over Hamilton’s financial measure expanded into a wider political conflict between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans—the first political parties in America. Federalists supported a strong central government, a loose interpretation of the Constitution, and commerce (business). (Democratic) Republicans supported states’ rights, a strict interpretation of the Constitution, and agriculture (farmers).

Theme: The French Revolution created a severe ideological and political division over foreign policy between Federalists and Republicans. The foreign-policy crisis coincided with domestic political divisions that culminated in the bitter election of 1800, but in the end, power passed peacefully from Federalists to Republicans. American isolationist tradition emerges as a result of Washington’s strong neutrality stance and his farewell warnings about foreign alliances.
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Chapter 10 Study Guide

Growing Pains
Did America appear to have a bright future in 1789?  Explain.

Washington for President
Was Washington an important president?  Explain.

The Bill of Rights
What important steps were taken by the first congress?

Hamilton Revives the Corpse of Public Credit
How did Alexander Hamilton's economic plans lead to the District of Columbia?

Customs Duties and Excise Taxes
Explain Hamilton's overall economic plan for America.

Hamilton Battles Jefferson for a Bank 

How did the issue of the Bank of the United States reveal a difference in understanding about the Constitution between Jefferson and Hamilton?

Mutinous Moonshiners in Pennsylvania
Was the Whiskey Rebellion a victory for freedom, order, or both?  Explain.

The Emergence of Political Parties
Why did political parties develop during George Washington's presidency?  Were they good or bad?

The Impact of the French Revolution
In what way did the French Revolution expose the differing views of Democratic-Republicans and Federalists?

Washington's Neutrality Proclamation
Explain the reasoning for and against Washington's Neutrality Proclamation.

Embroilments with Britain 
How did British actions towards Native Americans and American merchant ships incite many Americans?

Jay's Treaty and Washington's Farewell 
Did John Jay betray American interests in Jay's Treaty?
John Adams Becomes President 
What handicaps did John Adams face as he became president?

Unofficial Fighting with France 
What French actions brought America close to war in the closing years of the 18th century?

Adams Puts Patriotism above Party 

How did avoiding war with France hurt John Adams' political career?

The Federalist Witch Hunt 

Explain the reasons for the passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts.

The Virginia (Madison) and Kentucky (Jefferson) Resolutions 
Which was more dangerous to the US Constitution: the Alien and Sedition Acts or the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions?  Explain.

Federalists versus Democratic-Republicans
What were some key differences between Federalists and Democratic Republicans?

