AP US History – Reading Notes
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CHAPTER 40

The Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980–1992
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Theme: Leading a conservative movement to power in Washington, Ronald Reagan vigorously pursued new right economic and social policies. Under Reagan and his successor George Bush, these policies brought both economic growth and massive budget deficits that put severe constraints on the federal government.

Theme: Religion pervaded American politics in the 1980s; especially conspicuous was a coalition of conservative, evangelical Christians known as the religious right – led by Jerry Falwell, an evangelical from Virginia. An organization called the Moral Majority rose to oppose what they viewed as the moral deterioration of American values.

Theme: The 1980s saw a revival of Cold War confrontation, but the decade ended with the collapse of Communism, first in Eastern Europe and then in the Soviet Union itself. With the end of the Cold War and the U.S.-led victory over Iraq in the Persian Gulf War, America remained the world’s only superpower. A series of relatively small military interventions in the Caribbean, Africa, and the Balkans raised questions about the proper use of American force in the underdeveloped world.
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CHAPTER 40 STUDY GUIDE
The Election of Ronald Reagan, 1980
Describe the contrast between Carter and Reagan.
The Reagan Revolution
How were Reagan’s ideas revolutionary?

The Battle of the Budget
How did Reaganomics impact the rich, poor, and middle class? 

Reagan Renews the Cold War
Describe Reagan’s Strategy to deal with the USSR.

Round Two for Reagan
How did Gorbachev change the course of US/USSR relations?

The Iran-Contra Imbroglio
Why was the Iran-contra Affair considered an illegal action of the Reagan administration?  

Reagan’s Economic Legacy
How does Kennedy suggest that Reagan succeeded in meeting his economic goals?

The Religious Right
Why were leaders of the New Right more vulnerable to certain scandals than those in the New Left?

Conservatism in the Courts
How did the courts move to the right during the 1980s?

Referendum on Reaganism in 1988
Explain the S&L scandal of the 1980s.

George H.W Bush and the End of the Cold War
How did the end of the Cold War affect Europe and the US?

The Persian Gulf Crisis
Why was the UN successful in repelling Iraq from Kuwait? 

Bush on the Home Front
Why did the Thomas hearings divide the country?

Where Did Modern Conservatism Come From?
What are the three broad trends historians have used to describe the future of conservatism in American politics?

