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AP US History – Reading Notes

Chapter 4 – American Life in the Seventeenth Century
1607-1692
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Theme: Religious and political turmoil in England shaped settlement in New England and the middle colonies. Religious persecution in England pushed the Separatists into Plymouth and Quakers into Pennsylvania. England’s Glorious Revolution also prompted changes in the colonies.
Theme: The Protestant Reformation, in its English Calvinist (Reformed) version, provided the major impetus and leadership for the settlement of New England. The New England colonies developed a fairly homogeneous social order based on religion and semicommunal family and town settlements.

Theme: Principles of American government developed in New England with the beginnings of written constitutions (Mayflower Compact and Massachusetts’s royal charter) and with glimpses of self-rule seen in town hall meetings, the New England Confederation, and colonial opposition to the Dominion of New England.
Theme: The middle colonies of New Netherland (New York), Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware developed with far greater political, ethnic, religious, and social diversity, and they represented a more cosmopolitan middle ground between the tightly knit New England towns and the scattered, hierarchical plantation in the South.
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Chapter 4 Study Guide

Answer the following questions, and include one additional main idea for each section.
The Unhealthy Chesapeake
"Life in the American wilderness was nasty, brutish, and short for the earliest Chesapeake settlers."  Explain.

The Tobacco Economy
What conditions in Virginia made the colony right for the importation of indentured servants?
Frustrated Freemen and Bacon's Rebellion
Who is most to blame for Bacon's rebellion, the upper class or the lower class?  Explain.

Colonial Slavery
Describe the slave trade.

Africans in America
Describe slave culture and contributions.

Makers of America: From African to African-American

"And precisely because of the diversity of African peoples represented in America, the culture that emerged was a uniquely New World creation."  Explain.

Southern Society
Describe southern culture in the colonial period, noting social classes.

The New England Family
What was it like to be a woman in New England?

Life in the New England Towns
Explain the significance of New England towns to the culture there.

The Half-Way Covenant and the Salem Witch Trial

What evidence shows that New England was becoming more diverse as the 17th century wore on?

The New England Way of Life
How did the environment shape the culture of New England?

The Early Settlers' Days and Ways
How much equality was evident in the colonies?

