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AP US History –Reading Notes

CHAPTER 38

The Stormy Sixties, 1960–1968
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Theme: The Kennedy administration’s flexible response doctrine to combat Third World communism bore ill fruit in Cuba and especially Vietnam. Johnson’s massive escalation of the war failed to defeat the Communist Vietnamese forces, while growing domestic opposition finally forced him from power.

Theme: The Kennedy administration’s domestic stalemate ended in the mid-1960s, as Johnson’s Great Society and the black civil rights movement brought a tide of liberal social reform. But the diversion of resources and the social upheavals caused by the Vietnam War wrecked the Great Society.

People, Places, and terms
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Robert S. McNamara

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Nikita Khrushchev

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Martin Luther King, Jr.

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Barry M. Goldwater

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
James Meredith

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Malcolm X

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Mario Savio
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Eugene J. McCarthy

9 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Robert F. Kennedy

10 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
George C. Wallace

Chapter 38 Study Guide
Kennedy’s “New Frontier” Spirit
The New Frontier at Home

Rumblings in Europe

Foreign Flare-ups and “Flexible Response”

Stepping into the Vietnam Quagmire

Cuban Confrontations

The Struggle for Civil Rights

The Killing of Kennedy

The LBJ Brand on the Presidency

Johnson Battles Goldwater in 1964

The Great Society Congress
Battling for Black Rights

Black Power

Combating Communism in Two Hemispheres

Vietnam Vexations

Vietnam Topples Johnson

The Presidential Sweepstakes of 1968

The Obituary of Lyndon Johnson

The Cultural Upheaval of the 1960’s

