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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 35

America in World War II, 1941–1945
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Theme: Unified by Pearl Harbor, America effectively carried out a war mobilization effort that produced vast social and economic changes within American society.

Theme: Following its “get Hitler first” strategy, the United States and its Allies invaded and liberated conquered Europe from Fascist rule. The slower strategy of island-hopping against Japan also proceeded successfully until the atomic bomb brought a sudden end to World War II.
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Henry J. Kaiser
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John L. Lewis
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A. Philip Randolph
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Erwin Rommel
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Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)

6

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Douglas MacArthur
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Chester W. Nimitz
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Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Winston Churchill
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Joseph Stalin

Chapter 35 Study Guide

The Allies Trade Space for Time
"America's task was far more complex and back-breaking [in World War II] than in World War I."  Explain.

The Shock of War
How did the war affect liberal ideals and goals at home?

Building the War Machine
What effects did the war have on manufacturing, agriculture, and labor?

Makers of America:  The Japanese

In what way can it be said that the reason's for Japanese immigrants' success also caused them trouble?

Manpower and Womanpower
What opportunities were opened to women as a result of the war?

Wartime Migrations
What effect did the war have on the nation's minorities?

Holding the Homefront
What economic effects resulted from American participation in the war on the homefront?

The Rising Sun in the Pacific
Describe Japanese victories in the Pacific in the months following Pearl Harbor.

Japan's High Tide at Midway
Why was Midway an important battle?

American Leapfrogging Toward Tokyo
Describe the strategy the United States use to defeat the Japanese?

The Allied Halting of Hitler

"The war against Hitler looked much better at the end of 1942 than it had in the beginning."  Explain. 

A Second Front from North Africa to Rome
Describe the purpose and outcome of the Invasion of North Africa.

D-Day: June 6, 1944
Why could June 6, 1944 be considered THE turning point of the war?

FDR: The Fourth-Termite of 1944
Why was the choice of a vice-presidential candidate important and difficult for the democrats in 1944?

Roosevelt Defeats Dewey
What factors led to Roosevelt's victory over Dewey?

The Last Days of Hitler
Describe the last six months of war in Europe.

Japan Dies Hard
Explain the meaning of the title of this section.

The Atomic Bombs
What was the military impact of the atomic bomb?

The Allies Triumphant
"This complex conflict was the best fought war in America's history."  Explain

Varying Viewpoints:  The Atomic Bombs: Were They Justified?

In light of the discussion in this section, evaluate the atomic bombing of Hiroshima & Nagasaki and the fire-bombing of Dresden & Tokyo.

