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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 22
The Ordeal of Reconstruction, 1865–1877
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Theme: Johnson’s political blunders and Southern white recalcitrance led to the imposition of congressional military Reconstruction on the South. Reconstruction did address difficult issues of reform and racial justice in the South and achieved some successes, but was ultimately abandoned, leaving a deep legacy of racial and sectional bitterness.

Theme: During Reconstruction, the Constitution was strengthened with the Fourteenth (citizenship and equal protection of the laws) and Fifteenth (black voting rights) Amendments, but it was also tested with the conflicts between the president and Congress that culminated in an impeachment process.

Theme: Southern resistance to Reconstruction began immediately with the sending of ex-rebels to be seated in Congress and continued with the creation of violently oppressive groups like the Ku Klux Klan. Although forced to make some concessions, Southern Redeemers successfully outlasted the congressional Reconstruction efforts.
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Oliver O. Howard
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Andrew Stephens
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Charles Sumner
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Thaddeus Stevens
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Military Reconstruction Act of 1867
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Hiram Revels
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Force Acts of 1870 and 1871
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Union League
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Benjamin Wade

Chapter 22 Study Guide

Bull Run Ends the "Ninety Day War”  The Problems of Peace
"Dismal indeed was the picture presented by the war-wracked South when the rattle of musketry faded."  Explain.

Freedmen Define Freedom
How did African-Americans respond to emancipation in the decade following the war?

The Freedmen's Bureau
Assess the effectiveness of the Freedmen's Bureau.

Johnson:  The Tailor President
Explain the strengths and weaknesses of Andrew Johnson.

Presidential Reconstruction
How did the Presidents' plan for reconstruction differ from the plan of the Radical Republicans?

The Baleful Black Codes
How were Black Codes used to keep the freedmen down?

Congressional Reconstruction

Why did northern congressmen refuse to seat the southerners when they came to take their seats?  (Hint:  there are two reasons -- one moral and one practical)

Johnson Clashes with Congress

How did Republicans use their dominance of Congress?  What did President Johnson do in response?

Swinging `Round the Circle with Johnson
How did Johnson's campaigning during the 1866 congressional elections backfire?  Why did it backfire?

Republican Principles and Programs
How did the views of Moderate Republicans about reconstruction differ from the views of Radical Republicans?

Reconstruction by the Sword
Describe military reconstruction.

No Women Voters
Why did some women feel that they did not receive their due after the Civil War?

The Realities of Radical Reconstruction in the South
In what ways did African-Americans become politically involved in the years immediately following the Civil War?  How did White southerners view their involvement?

The Ku Klux Klan
In what ways did Southern whites attempt to keep former slaves down?

Johnson Walks the Impeachment Plank
How did the Radical Republicans "manufacture" an impeachment of Andrew Johnson?

A Not-Guilty Verdict for Johnson
Why were the Radicals unsuccessful in removing Johnson from office?

The Purchase of Alaska
Explain why Alaska was called "Seward's Folly," but was purchased anyway.

The Heritage of Reconstruction
Assess the success of Republican reconstruction.

Varying Viewpoints:  How Radical Was Reconstruction?
Do you believe that the primary motive in Reconstruction was revenge or the desire to help African-Americans?  Explain.

