





Name___________________________________ 
AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 21
The Furnace of Civil War, 1861–1865
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The Civil War, begun as a limited struggle over the Union, eventually became a total war to end slavery and transform the nation.

Theme: After several years of seesaw struggle, the Union armies under Ulysses Grant finally wore down the Southern forces under Robert E. Lee and ended the Confederate bid for independence, as well as the institution of slavery.

People, places, and terms

1 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
George McClellan

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Robert E. Lee

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Antietam

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
George Pickett

6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Gettysburg

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Vicksburg

8 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
William T. Sherman

9 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Salmon P. Chase

10 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
The Wilderness

Chapter 21 Study Guide

Bull Run Ends the "Ninety Day War”
What effect did the Battle of Bull Run have on North and South?
"Tardy George" McClellan and the Peninsula Campaign
Describe the grand strategy of the North for winning the war.

The War at Sea
What was questionable about the blockade practices of the North?  Why did Britain honor the blockade anyway?
The Pivotal Point:  Antietam
Why was the battle of Antietam "...probably the most decisive of the Civil War?"

A Proclamation Without Emancipation
The Emancipation Proclamation had important consequences.  Explain.
Blacks Battle Bondage
African-Americans were critical in helping the North win the Civil War.  Assess.

Lee's Last Lunge at Gettysburg
Why was Gettysburg a significant battle?
The War in the West
Describe General Grant as a man and a general.

Sherman Scorches Georgia
How did Sherman attempt to demoralize the South?
The Politics of War
Describe Lincoln’s political difficulties during the war.
The Election of 1864
What factors contributed to Lincoln's electoral victory?  
Grant Outlasts Lee
What strategy did Grant use to defeat Lee's army?
The Martyrdom of Lincoln
Was Lincoln's death good or bad for the South?  Explain.
The Aftermath of the Nightmare
What was the legacy of the Civil War? 
Varying Viewpoints:  What Were the Consequences of the Civil War?

Do you agree with those historians who say that the importance of the Civil War has been exaggerated?  Why or Why not? 
