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AP U.S. History – Reading Notes

Chapter 15
The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790–1860
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Theme: The spectacular religious revivals of the Second Great Awakening reversed a trend toward secular rationalism in American culture and helped to fuel a spirit of social reform. In the process, religion was increasingly feminized, while women, in turn, took the lead in movements of reform, including those designed to improve their own condition.

Theme: The attempt to improve Americans’ faith, morals, and character affected nearly all areas of American life and culture, including education, the family, literature, and the arts—culminating in the great crusade against slavery.

Theme: Intellectual and cultural development in America was less prolific than in Europe, but they did earn some international recognition and became more distinctly American, especially after the War of 1812.

PEOPLE, PLACES, AND TERMS
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Brigham Young

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Elizabeth Cady Stanton

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Lucretia Mott

4 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Charles Grandison Finney

5 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
John Humphrey Noyes
6 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Mary Lyon

7 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Louisa May Alcott

8 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
James Fenimore Cooper

9 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Ralph Waldo Emerson

10 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Walt Whitman

Chapter 15 Study Guide

Reviving Religion
In what ways did religion in the United States become more liberal and more conservative in the early decades of the 19th century?
Denominational Diversity
What effect did the Second Great Awakening have on organized religion?

A Desert Zion in Utah
What characteristics of the Mormons caused them to be persecuted by their neighbors?

Free Schools for a Free People
What advances were made in the field of education from 1820 to 1850?

Higher Goals for Higher Learning
In what ways did higher education become more modern in the antebellum years?

An Age of Reform
How and why did Dorthea Dix participate in the reform movements?

Demon Rum--The "Old Deluder"
Assess the successfulness of the temperance reformers.

Women in Revolt
Describe the status of women in the first half of the 19th century.

Wilderness Utopias
In what ways were utopian communities different from mainstream America?

The Dawn of Scientific Achievement
Was the United States a leader in the world in scientific pursuits?  Explain.

Makers of America: The Oneida Community
The word "utopia" is a word that is "derived from Greek that slyly combines the meanings of `a good place' and `no such place'."  Does the Oneida Community fit this definition?  Explain.

Artistic Achievements
"The antebellum period was a time in which American art began to come of age."  Assess.

The Blossoming of a National Literature
In the early 1800's American writers emerged, who were recognized world-wide for their ability.  What made them uniquely American?

Trumpeters of Transcendentalism 

Which of the transcendentalists mentioned here best illustrated the theory in his life and writings?  Explain.

Glowing Literary Lights
Name six important American writers and explain the significance of each.

Literary Individualists and Dissenters
Why do you think Poe and Melville were not appreciated as much in America at the time as they were in other times and places?

Portrayers of the Past
How did the geographic background of early historians affect the history they wrote?

Varying Viewpoints:  Reform: Who? What? How? and Why?
Were 19th century reformers compassionate, religious people; fanatics who didn't care if their actions had negative results; or conservatives who wanted to control the lower classes?  Explain.
