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AP U.S. History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 14: Forging the National Economy, 1790-1860
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Theme: The importance of the West grew in the early nineteenth century. Cheap land attracted immigrants and natives alike, and after some technological innovations, the West became an agricultural giant. The increased output also spurred transportation developments to tie this developing region to the rest of the United States.

Theme: In the era of Jacksonian democracy, the American population grew rapidly and changed in character. More people lived in the raw West and in the expanding cities, and immigrant groups, like the Irish and Germans, added their labor power to America’s economy, sometimes arousing hostility from native-born Americans in the process.

Theme: In the early nineteenth century, the American economy developed the beginnings of industrialization. The greatest advances occurred in transportation, as canals and railroads bound the Union together into a continental economy with strong regional specialization.
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Chapter 14 Study Guide

The Westward Movement
What were settlers of the frontier like?

Shaping the Western Landscape
"The westward movement also molded the physical environment."  Explain.

The March of the Millions
How and why did American demographics change from 1820 to 1860?

The Emerald Isle Moves 
After reading this section, does it seem logical or unbelievable that an Irish-American became president in 1960?  Explain.

 The German Forty-Eighters
Did the Germans make as large a contribution to America as the Irish did?  Explain.

Flare-Ups of Antiforeignism
Why were immigrants from Germany and Ireland feared and hated? 
Makers of America: The Irish
Describe the hardships of the Irish in Ireland and America.

Creeping Mechanization
What barriers stood in the way of the industrial Revolution in the United States?

Whitney Ends the Fiber Famine
Samuel Slater and Eli Whitney caused the North and South to develop in opposite directions.  Explain.

Makers of America: The Germans
What kind of lives did Germans live in the United States?  Why?

Marvels in Manufacturing
Which were more important in Antebellum America, new inventions or changes in business forms and legal status?  Explain.

Workers and "Wage Slaves"
What demands did labor have in the 1830's and 1840's?

Women and the Economy
What types of work were done by women in Antebellum America? (Be careful on this one.)

Western Farmers Reap a Revolution in the Fields
What factors led to increased productivity for farmers?

Highways and Steamboats
Why were turnpikes and steamboats important?

"Clinton's Big Ditch" in New York
The Erie Canal brought revolutionary change to two regions.  Explain.

The Iron Horse
Name some of the advantages and disadvantages of early railroads.

Cables, Clippers, and Pony Riders
The clipper ship, stagecoach and Pony Express ultimately failed because they were not forward looking.  Explain.

The Transport Web Binds the Union
Explain the effects of division of labor on a national and personal basis.

The Market Revolution
To what extent was social mobility possible in the United States in the years before the Civil War?
