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AP US History – Reading Notes

CHAPTER 1
New World Beginnings, 33,000 BC – AD 1769
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Chapter Themes

Theme: The first discoverers of America, the ancestors of the American Indians, were small bands of hunters who crossed a temporary land bridge from Siberia and spread across both North and South America. They evolved a great variety of cultures, which ranged from the sophisticated urban civilizations in Mexico and Central and South America to the largely seminomadic societies of North America.

Theme: Europe’s growing demand for Eastern luxuries prompted exploration in the hopes of reducing the expense of those goods with new trade routes. Exploration occurred incrementally, beginning with the Portuguese moving around the coast of Africa and establishing trading posts. Awareness of the New World and its wealth pushed exploration across the Atlantic. Spanish exploration continued in the same fashion, first in the Caribbean islands then expanding into South and North America.

Theme: Portuguese and Spanish explorers encountered and then conquered much of the Americas and their Indian inhabitants. This “collision of worlds” deeply affected all the Atlantic societies—Europe, the Americas, and Africa—as the effects of disease, conquest, slavery, and intermarriage began to create a truly “new world” in Latin America, including the borderlands of Florida, New Mexico, and California, all of which later became part of the United States.

People, Places, and Terms
1. Ferdinand and Isabella – 

2. Encomienda --  

3. Christopher Columbus – 

4. Moctezuma – 

5. St. Augustine – 

6. Hernan Cortes

7. Fransisco Pizarro – 

8. Nation-state – 

9. Matrilinear – 
10. Conquistador -- 

Chapter 1 Study Guide
Taking Reading Notes:  While reading the chapters, jot down two notes for each section you read (thus, the two bullet points). One note should be an answer to the question provided, and the second note can be anything you want – an important fact, an observation, a question you would like answered during class discussion, etc.
The Shaping of North America

Speculate how at least one geographic feature affected the development of the United States.

Peopling the Americas
"Before the arrival of Europeans, the settlement of the Americas was insignificant."  Assess this statement.
The Earliest Americans
Describe some of the common features North American Indian culture.

Indirect Discoverers of the New World
What caused Europeans to begin exploring?

Europeans Enter Africa

What were the results of the Portuguese explorations of Africa?

Columbus Comes upon a New World
What developments set the stage for “a cataclysmic shift in the course of history?”

When Worlds Collide
Explain the positive and negative effects of the Atlantic Exchange.

The Spanish Conquistadors
Were the conquistadors great men?  Explain.

Makers of America: The Spanish Conquistadors

Were the conquistadors' motives successfully fulfilled?  Explain.

The Conquest of Mexico
Why was Cortes able to defeat the powerful Aztecs?

The Spread of Spanish America
What is the “Black Legend,” and to what extent does our text agree with it?

